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Operating Instructions for 

‘Camlok’ Comb type Multi-rail Grab to suit check rails with U69 profile

Type MRC

These grabs are designed specifically for one rail      section only. Only U69 profile can be lifted.

    The grabs can only be used one way on this type of rail
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The multi-rail grab facilitates the fast bulk transfer of rail sections from rail stacks to wagons or ships holds. The bundling of rail is unnecessary as the grabs retain the rail rigidly in a flange to flange position when stowing or fastening down on wagons. 

The grabs which are normally used in pairs, can lift and transport any number of rails up to the maximum number specified and the working load limit of the grab. 

Once placed down on the rails a latch is released, hoisting of the lifting sling causes a shearing action in the comb sections and the specially formed teeth surround the heads of the rail.

The grabs can be provided with interchangeable comb sections for use with differing rail flange widths and numbers of rails.

CORRECT APPLICATION

1. All grabs must be certified for use with the particular flange width to be lifted.

2. All the rails must be the same section. - No grab is suitable for lifting mixed rail sections.

3. All rails must be stacked on their base flanges with edges touching.

4. Two grabs are used on all rail lengths, but three clamps are recommended on rail lengths above 20 meters in order to reduce flexing of the rails.

5. The recommended distance between outer two clamps is 50% to 60% of the rail length when using two grabs and 65% to 75% when using three grabs.

ATTACHING GRABS

1. Lower the grabs and guide by hand using the handles on the grab so that the teeth on the combs pass between the rail heads and the grab rests on the rails with the lifting sling slack.

2. The grab should be perpendicular to the rails.

3. Slowly hoist up on the lifting sling this will release the automatic latch. 

4. If the clamps require repositioning lower the unit until the sling becomes slack. This will re engage the latch.

5. DO NOT LIFT IF THERE IS ANY DOUBT THAT THE GRAB IS NOT PROPERLY LOCATED ON THE RAILS.

LIFTING AND TRANSPORT

1. Lift slowly and smoothly at all times.

2. If the rails tilt more than ten degrees reposition the grabs so that the rail will become horizontal.

3. Take care to avoid collisions with fixed structures and minimise load swinging.

RELEASING GRABS

1. Ensure that the rails will land on a flat surface and will be stable when released.

2. Lower the rail to the ground and continue to lower until all the tension is removed from the lifting sling.

3. The latch will then re-engage and hold the grab in the open position.

4. Raise the grabs from the rails guiding the teeth of the combs between the rail heads using only the handles on the grabs.

MOVING LESS THAN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF RAIL

The clamps can be used to move lesser amounts of rail than the maximum.

The minimum number of rails that can be handled at one time is two.

The rails must be evenly balanced about the centre of the clamp. The maximum out of balance is one rail. (I.e. 11 rails in a 12-rail clamp are permissible. If 10 rails are to be moved then one rail from each side of the clamp must be omitted.

All the rails must be touching each other, gaps between the rails is not permissible.

Safety

Always check the operation of your grab before use.

Never use a worn or damaged grab.

Never exceed the maximum working load limit.

Never fast lower, always gently lift and lower.

Never stand under a suspended load and if guiding a load by hand always place the palm of the hand on top of the load.

Never grip the load with fingers on the underside.

Always stand clear when lifting or lowering.

Always keep a record of inspections and repairs

Care and Maintenance

De-grease grabs regularly.

Remove all grit, dirt and mud.

Lubricate all moving parts with a soft grease.

Inspect every 1-4 weeks, depending on use, 

Check for wear in the comb teeth, hookring and latch.

Check for distortion in the comb plates, bolts, links and arms.

Check any welds for cracks.

Check for smooth operation.

Check fasteners for integrity and tightness
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